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cooperate. It’s also a treaty that prevents
peace-loving nations from developing sys-
tems necessary to hold terrorists who might
acquire weapons of mass destruction to be
delivered by ballistic missiles—won’t be able
to hold them accountable.

And we’re in a new war, a new environ-
ment. And it seems wise to me to react to
that environment in a positive way. We’ll
continue working with each other and see
if we can’t find common ground on the ABM
Treaty.

Russia-U.S. Cooperation
Q. I have question to both Presidents. It

attracts our attention that you are building
a good understanding on key problems. Can
you say with certainty that your teams will
act in the same spirit?

President Bush. [Laughter] That’s a very
interesting question, isn’t it—a man who un-
derstands bureaucracy. Well, I can assure
you that the Secretary of State understands
my point of view and is working hard with
his counterpart to achieve the common
ground we seek. We have sent—as Vladimir
mentioned, we sent our Secretary of Treas-
ury and Secretary of Commerce and our
Trade Representative to Russia to talk about
ways to cooperate, talk about ways to en-
hance the flow of capital from the United
States into Russia.

And so the answer to your question is, ab-
solutely, that we will—that this attitude will
be shared throughout our Government. And
it’s a very good question you ask, because
sometimes the intended top doesn’t nec-
essarily get translated throughout the levels
of Government. I’m confident, though, in
this case, that it will happen. It’s too impor-
tant a relationship to allow bureaucratic in-
transigence to delay what I believe is going
to be one of the more interesting relation-
ships as we head into the 21st century.

I think it’s necessary that United States
and Russia cooperate. I think it’s going to
make the world more peaceful. I think it will
lend a lot of stability in Europe, as well, when
we find ways to cooperate.

President Putin. President Bush told a lot
of warm words about myself in public, and
I’m grateful to him for that. And I feel his
attitude outside formal events, and I hope

that he has the same feeling when he talks
to me.

By the way, it does not prevent us from
protecting our viewpoints and from having
our viewpoints, defending the national inter-
ests of our countries. In particular, with re-
gard to the ABM, we continue our discus-
sion. You can see that.

I agree with many positions that President
Bush puts forward, and one cannot but agree
with them. In such complex issue like the
ABM Treaty, we have common approach on
the basis of which we can discuss it and pro-
pose solutions. But it would be difficult for
me to agree that some terrorists will be able
to capture intercontinental missiles and will
be able to use them. So we always have dis-
cussions, but our good relations does not im-
pede this process.

Speaking about teams, of course, there is
always a bureaucratic threat. But I would like
to draw attention to the fact that, if we talk
about teams, it’s a group of like-minded men
that we choose ourselves. And if a team, a
so-called team does something different from
what we recognize as the right way of devel-
oping our relations, I wouldn’t like to have
such people around us.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at
7:40 p.m. at the Portman Ritz-Carlton Hotel.
President Putin spoke in Russian, and his remarks
were translated by an interpreter.

Executive Order 13232—Further
Amendment to Executive Order
10789, As Amended, To Authorize
the Department of Health and
Human Services To Exercise Certain
Contracting Authority in Connection
With National Defense Functions
October 20, 2001

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including 50
U.S.C. 1431–35, and in order to authorize
the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices to exercise certain contracting authority
in connection with national defense func-
tions, it is hereby ordered that Executive
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Order 10789 of November 14, 1958, as
amended, is further amended by inserting
the words ‘‘Department of Health and
Human Services’’ in the list of departments
and agencies in section 21 of that order after
the words ‘‘Department of Commerce.’’

George W. Bush

The White House,
October 20, 2001.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:17 a.m., October 23, 2001]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on October 22, and
it was published in the Federal Register on Octo-
ber 24.

Proclamation 7488—National
Character Counts Week, 2001
October 22, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Our Nation was built on a foundation of

sound moral principles. The heroes of Amer-
ican history responded to threats to their
freedom by choosing to fight for these time-
less principles, assuming duties that super-
seded their self-interest. The character of
America’s founders was exemplified in their
willingness to risk death in resisting tyranny
and securing liberty and independence.
From the frozen soil of Valley Forge to the
beaches of Normandy and the deserts of the
Persian Gulf region, American soldiers have
answered the call of patriotic duty at great
personal cost.

Our Nation’s character continues to define
how we respond to those who threaten
America’s core principles of liberty, justice,
and equality. We saw that character when,
in the face of the terrible terrorist attacks
of September 11, American firefighters, po-
lice officers, and airline passengers sacrificed
their lives to save others. We saw it when
people across our land donated blood for the
victims. And we see it as the children of
America donate dollars to help suffering Af-
ghan children. These acts reveal that endur-

ing patriotism and faith are part of the fabric
of America.

How our military is responding to these
despicable attacks is also indicative of our na-
tional character. We are waging a war against
terrorists who have hijacked their own peace-
ful religion in an attempt to justify their evil
deeds. As we strike military targets, however,
we also are dropping food, medicine, and
supplies to relieve the suffering among the
victims of the Taliban regime.

The manner in which we face these and
other challenges in this war will continue to
influence our country for generations to
come. In fulfilling our mission with both
compassion and courage, we show our chil-
dren what putting American values into ac-
tion means. Similarly, parents should teach
their children by word and deed to under-
stand and live out the moral values that we
hold, such as honesty, accepting responsi-
bility for our actions, and loving our neigh-
bors as ourselves.

Places of worship, faith-based organiza-
tions, and other community groups also play
an important role in helping to shape young
hearts and minds. Government should cul-
tivate a climate that supports families and or-
ganizations that seek to instill sound moral
principles in their children. My Administra-
tion’s Faith-Based and Community Initiative
proposes a program that will ensure that
faith-based and community caregivers are
welcomed as partners in these efforts. In ad-
dition, my budget triples the funds available
for character education in public schools. I
have also proposed to extend Federal after-
school funding to programs run by faith-
based and community-based organizations.

During this week, we should reflect on the
national character we inherited from our
forefathers and on the obliga tion we now
have to stand for morality and virtue in the
face of evil and terror. Since September 11,
our Nation has shown that we are prepared
to respond to the evildoers who have at-
tacked the principles for which we stand. Our
national character shall guide us as we wage
this war, and in that we know that evil will
not triumph.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
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